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“Promoting Proficiency Through
Practical Techniques and New Technology”

Platform: Zoom Meeting
PROGRAM

2:00-2:05 pm ~ Opening Remarks J%5 &
by Lucia Sedwick Claster, Director, Confucius Institute at Mason

2:05-2:50 pm ~ Session I 55—
“Resources for Learner-Centered Instruction and Planning”
by Matt Coss 1 [t
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[ 4z % 4% 2L ] The role of the highly effective language teacher is to plan, deliver, and adjust highly
engaging experiences in which all learners can meet daily goals, and develop linguistic and intercultural
competence. However, for teachers to become facilitators of learning, they must shift the focus of their
lesson planning and lesson delivery from a ‘teacher-centered’ practice to a ‘learner-centered’ practice. This
session will identify the key features of a learner-centered classroom and empower participants to center
the focus of their own instruction on their learners. The presenter will share and demonstrate a variety of



freely available resources as well as examples from real Chinese language classrooms, which will enable
all participants to put learners first in their mindset, their planning, and their instruction. Participants will
engage with each resource and discuss specific ways to implement each one into their various instructional
contexts—curriculum planning, lesson planning, lesson delivery, and assessment.

2:50-3:00 pm ~ Session I - Q & A & —%& 1)
3:00-3:05 pm ~ Tea Break 7&K
PAQAQAQ gk ok
3:05-3:50 pm ~ Session II 45 —
“Engage, Inspire and Assess Students Through Fun and Effective CI & Technology tools”
by . kX

[ 72 i 4-3E% ] Ms. Jing Dai earned her M.A. degree in Teaching from Towson University and
M.Ed. degree in Teaching Strategies from LaSalle University. She serves on the board of directors of the
Chinese Language Teachers Association in National Capital Region (CLTA-NCR). Ms. Dai currently is a
full-time Chinese instructor at Anne Arundel County of Maryland and the school district’s IB Lead Teacher
and Chinese curriculum developer. Being a well-rounded educator, she has had the opportunity to teach a
diverse group of students from preschool to college at all levels. Due to her passion and devotion in
language teaching, she is enthusiastic in working on how to best engage, inspire and motivate individual
students. She also has shown great passion in the integration of high technology, kinesthetic and
cooperative learning tools in the Chinese language teaching.

[ 53 4 /v - Wk 5 ] Ms. Lan Yao earned her undergraduate degrees in Graphic Design and
Communication Studies from Cambrian college and Laurentian University in Canada. She currently
teaches Upper School Chinese at McDonogh School in Owings Mills, and pursuing her Master of
Education at Johns Hopkins University. Ms. Yao had the opportunity to teach PK through 12th grade level
Chinese at schools in Maryland due to her previous experience of teaching Chinese and English in Canada
and China. “Teaching is a work of heart and art.” Ms. Yao has always felt excited in trying new things. This
is complimented by her passion for teaching. She has applied CI (Comprehension Input) methods in her
teaching philosophy for the past couple of years, as she believes good ideas should be shared and exchanged.

[ 4z % 4% 2L 1 Have you ever felt like it's a struggle to keep students engaged and inspired in the target
language? Students’ active learning is a challenge that can be impacted by the structure of class and students’
proficiency level. Could we engage and inspire our students by the Backward Unit Design? The Backward
Unit Design begins with effective and suitable Performance Assessments, and the identification of the
building blocks (language function, related structures and priority vocabulary). Formulating these and
presenting them at a linguistically appropriate proficiency level will help our students to understand our
input and sharpen their language skills. By scaffolding comprehensible input (CI), students are provided
with the opportunity to acquire the world language in a natural, relaxed, and meaningful way. CI gives
students the foundation they need to perform the Three Communication Modes. The challenge is knowing
when and how to support language production and how to provide a steady stream of essential input. While



at the same time, encouraging students to elicit meaningful output. In order to overcome the challenge, we
need to integrate the CI with new technology tools to implement efficient formative and summative
assessments. The meaningful integration of technology in the language classroom assists student input and
output at different levels and can help accelerate the learning process in an engaging, efficient, and
interactive way. This also gives us the data if the students have the skills to meet our performance outcomes.
At our interactive presentation, we will share how to create an engaging classroom environment rich in
contextualized language and culture using effective CI via accessible new technology. We will also share
how to spend less time teaching and more time facilitating and assessing the class by creating interactive
and collaborative lessons through a variety of online platforms.

3:50-4:00 pm ~ Session II - Q & A R 35 — %11
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“Using Technology for Differentiated Instruction in World Language Classrooms”
by ¥
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4:50-5:00 pm ~ Session Il - Q & A 5 =% In]
5:00 ~ Closing Remarks []%5 % by CLTA-NCR 2> 5K 4
JAQAQAQAQ Qe
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